
Traces of Reigate’s Parliamentary History in the 
Cranston Library

Hilary Ely 
The Cranston Lecture 

23rd October 2023 

1



Reigate Old Town Hall c. 1728
Drawing by George W. Hooper c.1941

Recording Britain Collection. Credit: The V&A
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Sir John Som(m)ers, Baron 
Somers of Evesham Sir Joseph Jekyll

Image credits: National Portrait Gallery
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The opening page of the Register of 
Benefactors of Reigate Publick Library, 

March 14th 1701, and the Revd. Andrew 
Cranston’s initials and motto on the library 

door
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Examples of books given by 
Edward Thurland Jr, on 22nd 

March 1701.
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The page in the Register of 
Benefactors for May 4th 

1702, with records of gifts by 
Sir Richard Onslow Bart. and 

Stephen Hervey Esqr. 
M.P. for Reigate
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CR64-6 James Tyrrell, The 
General History of England … 

(1696-1700). The gift of Stephen 
Hervey Esqr. MP for Reigate
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CR111-2 John Nalson, and CR113-
120 John Rushworth, …Collections … 

The gift of The Hon. Sir Richard 
Onslow Bart. of West Clandon

“The 4th day of 
May 1702

Anno primo 
Regni Annae 

Reginae”



CR958-962 Louis du Pin, A New History of 
Ecclesiastical Writers (1696- ), 5 Vols.

The gift of Sir John Parsons, Citizen and Alderman 
of London and M.P. for Reigate, November 23, 

1701 8



CR1259 The Trial of Dr Henry Sacheverell … 
upon an Impeachment … (1710)

Given by the 3rd Earl of Shaftesbury in 1711

Image credit: National Portrait Gallery
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CR725 George Bull, Opera Omnia (1700), given 
in 1717 by John Ward Esq. of Hackney (MP for 

Reigate 1710-1713)
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Philip Yorke 1st Earl of Hardwicke, and Margaret Yorke, 
née Cocks (niece of Lord Somers), Countess of 

Hardwicke
Images credits: National Portrait Gallery 11



The House of Commons in 1793, by K. A. Hickel
Picture credit: National Portrait Gallery 12



Pages from the borrower record covering the 1750s-70s
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CR721-2 Chambers Cyclopedia, 2 vols (1741) given by 
James Cocks MP in 1741. 
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CR1156-7 Conyers 
Middleton, 

The History of the Life of 
Marcus Tullius Cicero (1741) 

2 vols. The gift of Philip 
Yorke MP, later the 2nd Earl 

of Hardwicke
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CR1434-7 Nathaniel Hooke, The Roman History, 
from the Building of Rome to the Ruin of the 

Commonwealth(1738-), given by Charles Cocks 
MP in 1748 16



CR688-691 The Works of 
Francis Bacon … (1740) 
The Hon. Charles Yorke 

Esqr. MP (incoming)

CR769 Edmund Chishull, Travels 
in Turkey and Back to England. 

(1747)
The Hon. Philip Yorke Esqr. 

(retiring MP)17



CR1482-5 William Blackstone, 
Commentaries on the Laws of 

England (1768) 4 Vols.  Given by 
the Hon. John Yorke MP in 1769.

18



705-710 F. Hargrave, State 
Trials (1776-81), the gift of 
Edward Leeds and William 

Bellingham MPs, 1784  19



CR791Thomas Tanner, 
Notitia Monastica, or… all 

the Abbies, Priories, … 
(1787), the gift of 

Reginald Pole Carew, MP 
for Reigate.
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CR1624-1642 Collins, A. Peerage of England, 9 vols (1779); Kimber, E. 
Peerage of Ireland, 2 vols (1768); Lodge, J. Peerage of Ireland, 7 vols 

(1789); Peerage of Scotland, 1 vol (1767).  The gift of Samuel, Lord Hood, 
Lord of the Admiralty and MP for Reigate, 1789.

Image credit: National Portrait 
Gallery
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CR715-8  Ephraim Chambers, Cyclopedia. 4 vols (1783-6). Given by The 
Hon. John Sommers Cocks I and Joseph Sydney Yorke MPs in 1791.

Image credits: National Portrait Gallery22



CR1143-5 William Magee, Discourses and Dissertations 
(1816), and CR 1146-52 William Paley, Collected Works 
(1815-17). Joint gift of the Hon. John Somers Cocks II, 
departing MP, and the Hon. James Cocks MP, 1819.
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Donations by William Bryant (1759-1844), 
Reigate Attorney, Election Agent and Antiquarian

Stockdale’s Shakespeare 
(1784) CR1472 

Concanen, History and 
Antiquities … St Saviour’s 
Southwark (1795) CR172224



CR1479 Yorke, Philip,  2nd Earl of Hardwicke, 
Athenian Letters Vol. 1 (1798) with 

inscription by William Bryant
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CR1500 Silas Taylor, History and 
Antiquities of Harwich and 

Dovercourt, Essex (1732), with 
inscription and inserted 

engraving by William Bryant.
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CR1291 John Watson, Memoirs of 
the Ancient Earls of Warren and 
Surrey (1782), with inscription by 

William Bryant 27



More Bryant donations: Addison’s Life of 
Lord Somers in The Freeholder; more about 
the Howard family; Swift’s Tale of a Tub etc. 
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CR1138-40 Cardinal Manning, Sermons (1846) 
The gift of Thomas Somers Cocks M.P. for Reigate, 1847
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J. Hassell: “Royal Library west end of Reigate Church” (1823) 
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